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The Christmas tree is often the centerpiece of holiday decor. Here’s how to set it up
and decorate it like a pro:

Tree Placement: Find the perfect spot for your tree. Whether you opt for a real
or artificial tree, make sure it fits comfortably in the room while allowing plenty
of space for presents underneath.

String the Lights: Start by adding lights to your tree. Begin from the base and
work your way up in a spiral. Aim for about 100 lights per foot of tree height for a
well-lit tree.

Decorate with Ornaments: Choose ornaments that fit your theme and color
scheme. Mix different sizes, textures, and styles for a dynamic look. Add
statement pieces, like a star or angel topper, to make the tree uniquely yours.

Add Tree Skirts or Collars: Don’t forget to finish the look with a decorative tree
skirt or collar to hide the base and add a polished touch.

Christmas Tree Setup

Before diving into decorating, it’s important to set the mood by deciding on a theme
that reflects your style and space. Planning ahead will help you stay organized and
create a cohesive, festive look.

Choose a Color Scheme: Pick a color palette that suits your taste and
complements your home’s existing decor. Traditional red and green, elegant gold
and silver, or rustic woodland tones—whatever theme you choose will guide your
decorating decisions.

Select Your Key Décor Elements: Will your holiday decor focus on a grand
Christmas tree, festive wreaths, or a magical lighting display? Decide which areas
of your home will get the most attention, whether indoors, outdoors, or both.

Create a Checklist: Write down the main items you’ll need, from lights and
ornaments to garlands and stockings. Organizing your shopping list will prevent
last-minute rushes and make decorating more enjoyable.

Plan Your Holiday Theme



Holiday Decorating 
Theme Checklist

Red & Green (Classic Christmas)

 Gold & Silver (Elegant Christmas)

 White & Blue (Winter Wonderland)

Rustic (Browns, Greens, and Plaids)

Pastels (Whimsical Christmas)

Other: 

Choose Your Color Scheme:
Decide on a color palette that suits your home and holiday vision. You can check off the
colors you plan to use or write your own.

Decide on Your Key Decor Elements:
What are the focal points for your holiday decor? Check all that apply.

Christmas Tree

 Front Door Wreath

 Outdoor Lighting Display

 Mantel Decor

 Garlands & Bows

 Table Centerpiece

 Other:



Traditional

Modern & Minimalist

Vintage or Retro

Rustic & Farmhouse

Whimsical

Other: 

Select a Style or Theme:
What style or theme would you like to focus on this holiday season? Check one or write in
your own.

List of Rooms to Decorate:
Which areas of your home will you be decorating? List them below.

Living Room

Dining Room

Bedroom

Entryway

Outdoors

 Other:

Create Your Shopping List:
Make a list of any new items you may need to buy this year. (Or note down specific ideas,
such as "new tree topper" or "gold garland for mantel").



Extend your festive spirit outside with bright and inviting decorations:

Lighting Displays: Outline your home with string lights along the roofline,
windows, and doorways for a classic holiday glow. Use net lights on shrubs or
trees to add depth to your yard. Incorporate solar-powered lights for an eco-
friendly option.

Front Porch Decor: Welcome guests with a festive entryway. Decorate with a
large wreath, potted evergreens, or small decorative trees flanking the front
door. Add a holiday-themed welcome mat, lanterns, or a basket of pinecones to
enhance the cozy, inviting feel.

Inflatables and Lawn Ornaments: If you love outdoor holiday displays,
strategically place inflatables, reindeer, or other holiday figurines on the lawn. Be
mindful not to overcrowd the space, allowing each item to stand out.

Outdoor Holiday Decorations

Bring the magic of the season indoors with thoughtful, festive touches in every room:

Mantel and Fireplace: The mantel is a perfect spot for displaying holiday cheer.
Hang stockings with care, add garlands, and incorporate candles, lanterns, or
twinkling fairy lights for extra warmth. Consider placing a few decorative
figurines or nutcrackers for a whimsical touch.

Garlands and Wreaths: Drape garlands along staircases, around doorways, and
over the mantel to bring greenery indoors. For a personal touch, add ribbons,
pinecones, or ornaments. A beautiful holiday wreath on the front door or above
the mantel can serve as a welcoming centerpiece.

Dining Table and Centerpieces: Set the tone for holiday meals by decorating
your dining table with a festive runner, candleholders, and a stunning
centerpiece. Use natural elements like evergreen sprigs, cranberries, or a bowl of
seasonal fruit for a rustic, cozy vibe.

Indoor Holiday Décor



Adding Personal Touches
Finally, make your holiday decor unique by adding personal elements:

DIY Decorations: Create homemade ornaments, garlands, or wreaths to add a
sentimental touch to your decor. Incorporate family photos into tree ornaments
or a holiday-themed photo display.

Memory-Oriented Decorations: Display holiday cards from loved ones, showcase
family heirloom ornaments, or set up a mini holiday photo album on the coffee
table to create a nostalgic feel.

Scented Décor: Include holiday scents like cinnamon, pine, or peppermint
throughout your home by using scented candles, potpourri, or simmering spices
on the stove.

Lighting plays a key role in creating a magical atmosphere for the holidays. Here are
a few ideas for lighting up your home:

String Lights: Use string lights both indoors and outdoors to create a soft,
twinkling glow. Wrap them around railings, mantels, windows, or weave them
through garlands and wreaths.

Candles and Lanterns: Add warmth and coziness by placing candles on window
sills, dining tables, or the mantel. If you prefer a safer option, use battery-
operated candles or lanterns.

Twinkle Lights for the Bedroom: Bring holiday cheer to bedrooms by adding
twinkle lights to headboards or windows for a soft, festive ambiance.

Festive Lighting Ideas


